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ZAMBIA INVITED TO JOIN EAST AFRICAN MINERAL RESEARCH CENTRE 
Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 6 Aug 79 p 2 
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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


RHODESIAN ATTACK ON BOTSWANA--Rhodesian commandos transported by heli- 
copter attecked the city of Francistown in the northern part of Botswana 
last \ednescay night, a spokesman of the general staff announced in 
Salisbury. The Botswana government, which confirmed the attack, noted 
thet « (Leen of Botswana had been knifed to death during the Rhodesian 
aggression, the first against a foreign country since the end of the 
British Commonwealth summit conference which recently ended in Lusaka. 
The Rhodesian communique attempts to create the impression that the 
attack was of a prevertive nature and was directed against Patriotic 
Front targets allegedly iocated on Botswana territory. The communique 
did not specify the nature of the targets. There was also an exchange 
of fire with a Botewana Air Force plane, which later returned safely to 
base. [Text] [Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 11 Aug 79 p 1) 


LIBERIA-GUINEA COOPERATION--Liberia and Guinea have signed an agreement 

for promoting cooperation in the fields of education and scientific 
research. According to the agreement, the educatio al authorities of 

both countries will exchange teachers, scholarship awards for university 
study and documents concerning the teaching of history, geography economic’ 
and culture. In the scientific research field, tney will cooperate between 
scientific research institutions, share scientific results and give informa- 
tion on their research programs. [Monrovia Radio Elwa in English 1755 GMT 
21 Aug 79 AB) 
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UNITA ON RECENT GOVERNMENT CHANGES 
Lisbon O DIA in Portuguese 8 Aug 79 p 12 


[Text] In a recent document which analyzes the political-military situation 
brought about in the interior of Angola through the activities it is 
conducting against President Agostinho Neto's regime, UNITA notes that the 
last 3 years of war against the "MPLA/USSR/Cuba alliance prove that the 
Benguela Railroad will open and opcrate normally only with the establishment 
of a genuine peace in Angola, which must necessarily be the result of 

frank negotiations between the Ango’an belligerants and the formation of 

a government of national unity." 


On this same subject, UNITA adds that, moreover, "the continuation of a 
state of war prevents Angolans from benefiting from Angola's huge natural 
resources and potential, and deprives neighboring countries from the 
opportunity of using those communication routes essential to the flow of 
their products." 


UNITA further believes that the main factors for the continuation of war 
and for destabilization and tension in the situation in Southern Africa 
are “the presence cf 30,000 Cuban soldiers, of hundreds of advisors from 
the USSR and from its satellite countries, and the intolerance and 
intransigence demonstrated by Agostinho Neto in his refusal to open a 
frank dialog with UNITA." This movement points to some reforms effected 
by the Luanda regime which, it claims, prove that the Angolan president 
continues to bet on a “permanent war." 


These measures are: the dismissals and appointments effected by the MPLA, 
which substituted military commanders for civilians in the provinces of 
Kuando Kubango, Moxico, Huambo, Bie, Cunene, Kwanza-Sul, Benguela and 
others that are affected by the war"; and the “continued use of certain 
parts of the Benguela Railroad by the Cubans for military purposes." 


In the docuwzent that was issued recently, UNITA informs that its armed 
liberation forces captured "two more Portuguese citizens working for 
the MPLA government, identified as Jose Domingos Botelho, a professor, 
and Jose Carvalho, an agronomist," in an attack in Cubal against the 
Benguela Railroad. 
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EEC REFUGEE ASSISTANCE--Brussels, 11--The EEC commission announced yester- 
day that it is granting an amount of $138,000 (about 4,554,000 escudos) 

to the People's Republic of Angola to help with the purchase of clothing, 
agricultural equipment and other material for the refugees who are 
returning to their country. [Excerpt] [Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 

12 Aug 79 p 10) 


NEW COMMISSIONER APPOINTED--Here is a decree from the presidency of the 
republic which has just arrived on our news desk: In exercise of the 
powers conferreu upon me by para (?7f) cf Article 32 of the constitutional 
law, I hereby appoint Comrade Maj (Rafael Elias), candidate member of the 
party central committee, to the post of Provincial Commissioner, Mocamedes. 
The office of the President, Peoples Republic of Angola, Angola; Luanda, 
16 August 1979. Signed: Antonio Agostinho Neto, President of the Peoples 
Republic of Angola. [Text] [Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 

1200 GMT 16 Aug 79 LD/EA]) 
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STATE FINANCE SECRETARY APPOINTED--With the appointment of Dr Arnaldo 
Carlos de Vasconcelos Franca as secretary of state for finance through 
a decree issued by the president of the Republic on 14 July, the govern- 
ment of Cape Verde has a new member. Dr Armaldo Franca, who was already 
working in this secretariat as director general of customs since 1975, 
is thus filling a position which was open since last April, at a time 
when the worsening of the energy crisis and the world economy demands a 
most balanced and careful administration of the national economy. 
[Excerpt] [Praia VOZ DI PROVO in Portuguese 26 Jul 79 p 7] 
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INITIAL ACTIONS OF COUP LEADER FAVORABLY RECEIVED 
Years of Terror End 


Paris LE MONDE in French 7 Aug 79 pp 1, 3 


[Article by Jean-Pierre Langellier: "Coup Leaders Announce Liberation of 
All Political Prisoners"] 


{[Text] Mr Francisco Macias Nguema, president of Equatorial Guinea, was 
overthrown by a Supreme Military Council, according to an announcement 
this Sunday, 5 August, on the radio at Malabo, capital of this former 
Spanish colony. The putsch, which occurred last Friday evening, was led 
by Lt Col Obiang Nguema Mbazogo, apparently carried out without bloodshed. 
The new regime announced Sunday that all political prisoners were to be 
liberated, numbering some 5,000, according to Spanish press estimates. 


The fallen head of state, who had installed a bloody dictatorship ina his 
country, acceded to power at the moment of his country's independence in 
October 1968. As of Monday morning his fate was unknown. 


The announcement of the putsch gave rise to great celebrations among the 
principal communities of exiles from Equatorial Guinea, particularly at 
Libreville and Madrid. The Spanish Government announced its intention to 
reestablish normal diplomatic relations with its former colony. These had 
been suspended in 1977. 


Will the year 1979 turn out to be fatal to the tyrants of Black Af: .ca? 
Four months after the downfall of the Ugandan Marshal Amin Dada, another 
despot--much less famous but every bit as ferocious--has just left the 
political stage and the other end of the continent, victim of a palace 
revolution which apparently involved no fighting. Mr Francisco Macias 
Nguema, "president for life" of the tiny Republic of Equatorial Guinea-- 
some 28,000 square km--was overthrown by a Supreme Military Council headed 
by Lt Col Obiang Nguema Mbasogo. The new strong man of Malabo commanded 
the armed forces stationed on Macias Nguema Island (formerly Fernando Po), 
part of the territory of Equatorial Guinea. 


The coup occurred in the evening of 3 August, but was not officially con- 
firmed until almost 48 hours later. The new leaders gave notice of the 
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change of regime in messages in which they requested international assis- 
tance from the OAU and the UN. As the former metropole [protecting power], 
Spain reacted quickly to the announcement of the putsch. An official cor 
munique published Sunday, 5 August, in Madrid indicates that Spain will 
reestablish “normal diplomatic relations” with Malabo, and “will propose 
aid for the reconstruction of the country." Madrid also sent a team to 
Douala (Cameroon) headed by a high-ranking diplomat, with the mission of 
renewing dialog as fast as possible with Equatorial Guinea. 


Spain suspended diplomatic relations with its former colony in March 1977. 
The Madrid government accused the fallen head of state of calumny and insult 
to King Juan Carlos. The Spanish Embassy at Malabo, which remained open, 
had only a single official in it, charged with administrative and consular 
duties. 


In 11 years of blind terror, President Macias Nguema is supposed to have 
transformed his country into a regular “torture-state." The list of his 
crimes is overwhelming. Inventory of them has been taken over the past few 
years from testimony of exiles by the great humanitarian organizations-- 
Amnesty International, League Against Slavery, and the International Com 
mission of Jurists--it shows that Equatorial Guinea, amidst the quasi- 
generalized indifference of the rest of the world, had become the most 
pitiless of the “tropical Gulags." 


According to reasonable estimates, the repression campaign there had taken 
approximately 50,000 victims since independence in October 1968. 


By way of confirming the thrust of the accusations hurled against the 
toppled regime, Malabo Radio on Sunday drew up a diagnosis in the form of 
an indictment against the ex-"president for life," which states: "The 
villages are abandoned, poverty has moved in, arbitrary arrests are common 
currency; assassinations for imaginary conspi-acies mounted up to 50 or 
60 per day." 


Economic Bankruptcy 


Eleven years of dictatorship have led Equatorial Guinea, once relatively 
prosperous, into economic bankruptcy. In fact, for several years Mr Macias 
Nguema had officially established racketeering operations, in which his 
greed sometimes drove him to the grotesque. In 1976 after a Soviet plane 
trashed on the territory of Equatorial Guinea, Moscow was compelled to 

pay a fine of $75,000 for damage caused to a mountain. The Spanish Govern- 
ment in its own turn had to come up with $100,000 to obtain the freedom of 
a teacher and six missionaries accused of “collusion with imperialisn." 
This was for the man who had proclaimed himself “grand master of education, 
sciences and culture," and who professed a progressivist ideology. And 
incidentally, did not some Cuban military advisers choose to make their 
home in this bastion of the “anti-imperialist revolution"? 
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The most singular aspect of the "Macias phenomenon” will no doubt always 
remain the incredible complaisance which his regime long enjoyed on the 
part of the great foreign powers. So it was that by putting a security 
classification on information coming from Malabo, the Franco government, 
anxious to protect its interests from the “rages” of the dictator, did 

much to protect him from international reproof. The Madrid press broke 
“the law of silence” in October 1976. 


Western Complaisance 


In this particular situation France did not play the most distinguished 

of roles. It is the only Western state to have maintained diplaoutic rela- 
tions at the ambassadorial level with Equatorial Guinea. Its economic 
interests are substantial there, especially in forest industries and public 
works. 


The initiator of Friday's putsch, Col Nguema Mbasogo, age 33, got his mili- 
tary training at the Saragossa Military Academy. His appeal for interna- 
tional assistance seems to indicate that he is prepared to reorient Equa- 
torial Guinea's diplomacy toward Western Europe. Will he make a total 
break with the methods of his predecessor in domestic policy? It is too 
early to tell. By amnouncing on Sunday the imminent liberation of all 
political prisoners, Colonel Nguema has made a promising gesture. But it 
will take more than that to convince the exiles to make a rapid return to 
the country. 


Details of Nguemas Excesses Noted 


Paris LE MONDE in French 7 Aug 79 p 3 


[Article by Philippe Decraene: "A Bloody Megalomaniac”™] 


[Text] Francisco Macias Nguema has long contested Marshal Idi Amin Dada's 
unenviable distinction of having the bloodiest dictatorship in Africa. 


Born in 1924 in the Oyem region in Fang country, which tribe is dispersed 
between Cameroon, Gabon and Equatorial Guinea, Francisco Macias Nguema 
transformed his country into a tribal dictatorship as soon as the Spanish 
colonials left. Living under the obsessive threat of conspiracies, fear- 
ing eventual secession by the island of Fernando Po which he had--in all 
simplicity--rechristened with his own name, fearing an aggressive return 
of the former colonials from Europe, he had placed members of his family, 
or as second best, his tribe, in posts everywhere within the government. 


Following the elimination of Bonifacio Ondo Edu, considered his chief 
political rival, he turned Guinea into "a reguler concentration camp like 
Dachau, with the means at hand" according to an international expert. He 
appointed himself “president for life, general-in-chief, grand master of 
education, sciences and culture, president of the one and only National 
Workers Party, and unique miracle of Guinea." 
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This megalomania on the part of the first head of state of Equatorial 
Guinea is thought to have some physiological reasons behind it. A schizo- 
phrenic, deaf and impotent, hooked on iboga, a narcotic plant used all the 
time by Fang tribesmen, chiefly in celebrations of the Bwiti rites of ini- 
tiation, President Macias Nguema alternated through phases of total pros- 
tration and feverish exaltation. Since 1968 he had been living virtually 
walled in, either in the former Spanish governor's palace in Malabo (ex- 
Santa Isabella), or in his newly-built residence at Bata, designed by a 
French architect, where practically no stranger ever had access. 


“There will be no shooting because ammunition is too expensive and because 
Guinea is too poor,” quipped the exdictator, who had installed the baston- 
nado as the mode of execution in use. A sort of people's militia, “Youth 
Marching sith Macias" whose methods of operation were identical to those 
of the dreaded “Tontons Macoutes™ in Duvalier’s Haiti, was charged with 
acting out the murderous delectations of this half-insane autocrat. 


In Guinea the bastonnado was not the only method of legal assassination, 
even though it appeared to be the one preferred by the “boss-man." People 
were drowned in the ocean, thrown out of windows and then finished off 
with a cudgel, were poured in concrete, strangled, those who objected were 
dismembered. Foreigners were sometimes kidnaped, held hostage, seques- 
trated and held for ransom, as happened in 1970 to a German woman, wife of 
a Consul accredited to Malabo.... 


"In the Name of President Macias” 


Even though he kept the name of a Spanish sergeant it is said he once 

served under Francisco Macias Nguema, former clerk in the colonial govern- 
ment, was animated by an aggressive xenophobia, a reflection of the humil- 
iations suffered in the past. For this reason he set himself the task of 
literally uprooting the Catholic religion, to which over 80 percent of his 


countrymen belonged. 


On the pretext of refusal--which was expected--on the part of Rome to allow 
a substitution in the words for the Sign of the Cross into: "In the name 
of President Macias, the Son and the Holy Ghost," he imprisoned, tortured 
and then expelled dozens of priests before outlawing Catholicism in June 
1978. This stance contributed, it is believed, to an enormous increase in 
the number of exiles, and it is estimated that since 1979 over one-third 

of the Equatorial Guinean population was living in the bordering countries-- 
Cameroon and Gabon--while the elite had been assassinated in toto. 


"rancisco Macias Nguema killed off one after the other, not only his polit- 
ical adversaries, but also his potential rivals and even some of his confi- 
dants. In 1979 it was whispered that one of his three official and legiti- 
mate wives had fled the palace for fear of assassination. This black Nero 
was very much of an Epicurean for all that, loved his fine food, since 
twice a week a Guinean airliner flew from Madrid to Malabo with dishes 
destined exclusively for the presidential table. 
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RAWLINGS ON WORKERS’ MASS FEEDING PROGRAM 
Accra Domestic Service in English 0600 GYT 24 Aug 79 AB 


[Text] The chairman of the AFRC [Armed Forces Revolutionary Council], 
Flight Lieutenant Rawlings, has emphasized that with the establishment of 
the workers mass feeding scheme, the AFRC is setting the pace for the 
promotion of industrial harmony in the country. He therefore called on 
the incoming government to appreciate [word indistinct] in sustaining the 
APRC's initiative in this regard. 


Flight Lieutenant Rawlings was speaking yesterday, just before he cut the 
tape to commission a workers mass feeding structure at the Ring Road indus- 
trial area in Accra. He said the exercise is a national one and part of 
the AFRC's revolutionary program for insuring that the Ghanaian workers is 
well fed in decent, hygienic conditions. The facilities will therefore 
become a permanent feature of the daily life of Ghanaian workers. 


He said there is a management committee to control all aspects of the 
operation of the canteen. All problems and complaints should therefore 
be sent to the committee. He asked workers to cooperate to justify the 
service that will be rendered to thea. 


On the current moral revolution, Flight Lieutenant Rawlings noted that it 
is an ongoing process of the radical transformation of mind, manners and 
values for the negative to a positive state. He added that it is every- 
body’s business to depart from the bad old ways and embrace a new moral 
code. 


In a short address, the Commissioner for Labor and Social Welfare, Mr 
Anthony Kobina Woode, recalled previous efforts to set up such a canteen, 
but which failed because of bureaucracy. He paid tribute to the support 
Flight Lieutenant Kawlings lent to the project. Mr Kobina Woode disclosed 
that by the end of this month, such canteens will have been opened in all 


the regions. 


CSO: 4420 
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FRG LOAN AGREEMENT--Ghana and West Germany today signed a loan agreement 
to meet Ghana's urgent foreign exchange requirements. It is for the 
import program of collective government corporations and joint ventures. 
Under the agreement, the development loan corporation of West Germany based 
in Frankfurt will grant a loan of about 21.9 sillion cedis to meet the 
requirements of 11 institutions. These include the Boatyard Corporation of 
GIHOC [Ghana Industrial Holding Corporation], Tema Food Complex, (FULGRIT), 
Saltpond ceramics and cable metals. The Commissioner for Economic Planning, 
Dr Abbey, and the West German ambassador in Ghana, Dr Herbert Weil, signed 
the agreement. [Text] [Accra Domestic Service in English 1800 GMT 

16 Aug 79 AB) 


FRG DEVELOPMENT LOAN--The government of the Federal Republic of Germany 
(FRG) has granted Ghana a total loan of DM 113 million (170.63 million 
cedis) for the provision of electricity in the Volta region and the deveilop- 
ment of transportation facilities on the Volta Lake. Of the amount, DM 38 
million is meant for electricity, with DM 75 million for the Volta Lake 
transportation system. The development projects include the tarring of the 
Segemepe Road, the construction of motorable roads along both banks of the 
Vo.ta River and the improvement cé the river transportation system between 
Ada and Akuse. [Accra DAILY GRAPHIC in English 14 Aug 79 p 8 AB) 
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TOURE ADDRESSES NONALINED COUNTRIES IN NEW YORK 
Conakry Domestic Service in French 1245 GT 15 Aug 79 AB 


[Address by President Sekou Toure to sembers of the Group of Nonalined 
Countries in New York on 16 August 1979--recorded!] 


[Excerpts] Mr Chairman of the group of nonalined countries, dear brothers: 
We are very happy to be in your company, especially at this time when we are 
awaiting a major event--the forthcoming conference of nonalined countries in 
Havana. This meons that representatives with authority--heads of state and 
government--wil. meet in Havana witbin a few weeks to exchange views on the 
major problems facing your peoples. What can I say to your meeting other 
than to encourage you to express resolutely and effectively the asserted 
determination of your nations to reject alinement--which (?eeans) irresponsi- 
bility--in order to be able to participate in the construction of the world 
on a basis of equality with all the other nations of the world. 


Ou: people know what they want. They have suffered [word indistinct] 
e»lonizetion, domination, exploitation and humiliation. Therefore, they 
lave a very clear idea of what they are rejecting, that is dependence, 
ijomina’:ion, exploitation and oppression. They also have a very clear idea 
of whet they want, that is freedom, sovereignty in their countries, enjoy- 
ment of dirnity and the exercise of responsibility. 


We are nonalined only in relation to what is contrary to our deep aspira- 
tions. Let us remember that there exist in the world two major powers 
behind which countries were compulsorily alined. After they have achieved 
their independence and become suddenly aware of their responsibility and - 
the need to participate in the construction of peace and the happiness of 
humanity, these countries have now refused to allow themselves to be guided 
like sheep. Trey want to examine world problems personally and take their 
decisions in accordance with their own objectives and interests and with due 
regard for the future of mankind. If to live is to be committed then nobody 
is neutral in life. However, countries collectively want to change the bases 
of universal power. We repeat: The bases of universal power. [As heard] 
this is because (?up till now), material force has remained the main 
criterion of a nation's superiority in international politics. The more 
material means one possessed, the more one could impose one's will upon 

those who possessed none. The criterion of universal power was therefore of 
4 material--of if you like--of a technical and technological nature. 
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We, who have just emerged from colonization, know this. Having experienced 
the domination of force over right, we know what the world will lose by 
maintaining such a criterion. The nonalined countries want to change these 
bases in order to establish new bases whereby there will no longer cxist 
national greatness imposed by force but greatness acknowledged -y other 
people because of its ability to find correct solutions to international 
problems. In the light of this idea, a nation's greatness will no longer 
depend on its area or the number of its inhabitants, but on the quality of 
its attitude toward other nations and the importance of its contribution in 
the search for solutions to collective problems. 


This is why countries no longer want to be alined. They do not want to 
recognize any military pact because they are opposed to war and even to the 
principle of war between nations. They no longer want to receive orders to 
be executed. They want to use their creative energy, that is their intelli- 
gence, their moral force, their knowledge and their conscience to examine 
all international problems in order to be able to make the right decisions. 
We know that people do not want war. All people want peace. Despite their 
different colors and religions, all people have the same deep aspirations. 
Nations which have been considered small will progressively prove themselves 
great. This is because the criterion of greatness is no longer geographical 
area or population but the intellectual and moral force one can demonstrate 
in the face of world problems. This new criterion will make what had been 
called small nations to prove that they are great nations. 


Since its creation, the movement of nonalinement has witnessed the progres- 
sive increase of its ideological, political and (?social) power owing to 
the successive enrollment of new members. Today, the nonalined world 
comprises the great majority of the states of the world. 


We must clearly admit that the group of nonalined countries presents the 
image of the present world with its deep contradictions. This means that 
all the blocs have their spokesmen if not their extensions. Our movement 
must not only reflect the world's contradictions; it must also dominate, 
overcome and solve them with an attitude which is independent of the blocs 
[few words indistinct]. This is possible if during the forthcoming 
conference, everyone is concerned only with the happiness of the people and 
the safeguarding of their achievements, independence and sovereignty and 

the consolidation of these achievements through the introduction of the 
changes desired by the people especially in the cultural and economic fields. 


The new economic order must retain our attention. It must retain our 
attention because whether we like it or not, the future of our people will 
largely depend on the nature of the rules or economic relations which will 
,overn international exchanges. A new cultural order is also essential. 

We must liberate our conscience, decolonize our mentality, (?decide) to 

be ourselves and help construct universal happiness by freeing ourselves of 
all inferiority complexes. This will make others abandon all superiority 
complexes in order that fair and equitable exchanges may be established 
among nations and peoples-~exchanges that will reward the productive 
efforts made here and there. 











In the cultural field, we must also promote a new order which will permit 
a better knowledge of the nations and peoples of the world. To love a 
people, one must first know them; to esteem a nation, one must first know 
it--one must know its history, its realities, its specific conditions as 
well as its aspirations. 


Dear brothers, we wish to inform you that, like each of your nations, the 
People's Revolutionary Republic of Guinea will participate effectively in 
the Havana conference and that it hopes that this conference will be a great 
success, which will have three aspects. First of all, this success will 
affirm our common determination to maintain our unity, the organic unity of 
all the nations and peoples who have chosen an independent international 
policy situated outside all military pacts and who want to assume their 
responsibilities by working for the promotion of an era of lasting peace 

as well as for the promotion of relations of international understanding 
and cooperation based on equality and reciprocal advantages. Secondly, the 
success of the conference will be achieved if everyone works to insure the 
common progress desired by our pecples. Thirdly, this conference must 
succeed in order to enable us to (?make further progress). 


While thanking you again for the brotherly reception you have accorded us 
and for kindly listening to the message of solidarity we have delivered to 
you in the name of the Guinean people's revolution, we assure you that the 
world is moving and that people are moving. Let each of us think about the 
year 500 and ask himself what place his people occupied in that year. Let 
us therefore look at the future with realism, optimism and determination 
and let us build it by making consistent efforts. 
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TOURE DISCUSSES MORALITY IN TRADE AS CONSONANT WITH BELIEF J’ COD 
Conakry HOROYA in French 10 Jul 79 pp 2-5 


[Excerpts] “Each individual's labor must benefit society and all most work 
for each individual's benefit." This is how President Ahmed Sekou Toure, 
secretary general of the Party-State began his 25 June speech given on the 
occasion of the opening of the national conference on private trade. 


This conference, which includes businessmen from all the administrative 
regions of the country, is aimed at the organization of private trade in 
Guinea according to the resolutions adopted by the XI national congress 
of the PDG [Democratic Party of Guinea] and by the 42d session of the 
National Council of the Revolution. 


"Some of us thought that the revolution cannot coexist with private trade. 
Others believe that the direction of the PDC, within the framework of 
militantism, means the suppression of private trade. Obviously, neither 
they nor these are familiar with the revolution or the PDC. 


"At the time our great party was established, it was made clear to everyone: 
--.hat those who truly believe in God come to the party; 


--that the PDC does not wish to appropriate anyone's belongings, because 
the ideals it pursues cannot be measured in monetary terms. 


"Thus, all those who have consciously decided to ensure the happiness of 
the people, those who have decided to remain in the path of God--and are 
therefore assured of success--have come to the party. 


" “rade was practiced well before the advent of the Moslem religion; however, 
when traders were later converted to Islam, they observed the principles 

of honesty, freedom and justice prescribed ty the holy Koran. Thus, many 
traders adhered to this religion, swearing to treat other people according 
to the ‘Shariah.’ 


"It goes without saying that today's traders who observe the same principles 
in the practice of their trade as those prescribed by the religion of 
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Mohammed, will surely enjoy everyone's trust and will become a sort of 
guide. Therefore, all depends on the individual's behavior, be he a trader 
or not! 


“Dishonesty in trade is against the spirit of ‘Shar'iah’ and is actually 
the source of evils which never spare those who inflicted them on their 
fellowmen. 


“Imposing on others illicit prices for goods makes traders contract moral 
debts that will have to be repaid sooner or later. Making innocent 
customers weep is ruinous for traders, because this evil is compensated 
by an even worse one. It is the ‘hake.’ 


"The act of cheating does not protect its author. Cheating is a capital 
sin that God will surely punish. 


“Be that as it may, let us now illustrate the nature of the need for 
solidarity. 


“The conscious human being must know that in order to love oneself, one 
must love others, since we are all created in the image of one another. 

He must know that life is a perpetual struggle between good and evil, evil 
being embodied by Satan. In this world, Satan can be found in each of us, 
in each family, each collectivity, each race, 


"Wherever men congregate to undertake something in common, Satan's presence 
is unavoidable. 


"It has often been pointed out to you that imperialism has always followed 
Satan's way. Imperialism and colonialism came to us and, through their 
weapons, imposed themselves on us to colonize us and cynically exploit us. 
This is Satan's practice. What is imperialism, then? 


"It is an immoderate love for money, fortune; it is a morbid passion for 
possessions! 


"No one among us will be living one hundred years from now. It should be 
realized, then, that money and the possession of a colossal fortune do 

not contribute to the quality or the personality of an individual. Only a 
good man's excellent reputation or an evil man's sad fame define an 
individual and give him a negative or positive dimension in history. Men 
never forget either those who served them so disinterestedly, or the tyrants 
who soiled their dignity. 


"It goes without saying that the path of legality, honesty and justice is 
that which should be chosen because it is this path that would allow you 

to avoid evil acts and thus regain your moral and psychological equilibrium, 
and also to acknowledge on that day the felicity of God. Honest men always 
hope that the Almighty will help them acquire possessions within the 
boundaries of strict moral propriety. 
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"Therefore, the practice of private trade is both a good thing and a source 
of calamity. All depends on the way it is practiced. 


"The revolution teaches that a world of happiness and prosperity cannot 
be created without strict respect for others, who constitute potential 
points of support for each of us, since we use them to reach the goals 
we have set for ourselves. 


"Obviously, there are good people and evil people in all social milieux. 
The latter do not trust their homelands. Since the advent of independence 
in Guinea, they have left the country to seek their fortune elsewhere, 
actually to their own detriment. 


“Thus, all you traders, think of your country and organize trade on socially 
useful and honest foundations, just like the Party-State requests of you, 
provided, of course, you want to help the Guinean people in satisfying 

its material needs and you wish to assist the regime in consolidating its 
economic bases and in reinforcing the democratic power. 


"All efforts require a just price and we know that in our common undertaking, 
each one must be placed in the kind of position one can truly fill in order 
to achieve success. All of you traders, who know well how to pull the 
strings of commercial exchanges, you are well placed for your own task. 


“The party trusts you to fulfill this task well. Let those who are accustonm- 
ed to trade deeply reconvert themselves into Moslems and let them become 
revolutionaries, divesting themselves of infamous practices, to put thenm- 
selves entirely at the service of the valiant September people! 


"Ready for revolution!" 
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YOUTH DELEGATION TO USSR--The traditional friendship week of Soviet and 
Guinean youth which each year constitutes an opportunity to consolidate 
relations between the KOMSOMOL and the JRDA [Youth of the African Demo- 
cratic Revolution] in a spirit of solidarity has just taken place in 
Kiev, capital of the Ukraine. This week, now in its eighth year, called 
for the effective participation of a JRDA delegation led by Comrade 
Mouctar Koura Balde, secretary for the CN/JRDA professional training. 
Mouctar Koura Balde declared to an /PN correspcndent who asked him about 
his impression: "Despite the fact that our countries are separated by 
such great distance, this does not prevent us from establishing stable 
ties of friendship between the Guinean and Soviet people and between the 
youth of both countries. We appreciate the cordial and hospitable welcome 
extended by Soviet youth to the Guinean representatives and we also 
appreciate the assistance offered by the USSR to all African peoples 
engaged in a fight against colonialism, imperialism and fascism." 
[Excerpts] [Conakry HOROYA in French 28 Jul 79 p 3) 
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KENYA 


CORRUPTION SEEN REGARDING RICE, WHEAT FLOUR SHORTAGES 
Nairobi BARAZA in Swahili 9 Aug 79 p 4 
(Editorial: “Conversations: Where Are Rice and Wheat Flour?"] 


[Text] Where is rice? Where is wheat flour? Since early this year these 
two important commodities have been completely unavailable in all shops of 
large cities like Nairobi, Mombasa, Nakuru, Kisumu, etc. 


When the citizens ask, the government usually answers that these foods are 
abundant in great quantities. But when they ask why they are unobtainable 
in stores, no satisfactory answer is given. The answer is unsatisfactory 
because it is apparent that these two commodities are sold parwanja [trans- 
lation unknown] in front of everyone. 


For some time during past months, the shortage of wheat flour has caused 
many bakeries to close. The result is a shortage of bread in stores end a 
shortage of all goods which are produced from wheat flour. 


The astonishing thingis that rice is usually sold now on the farms of Mwea 
Tebere and Nyanza Province, and wheat is usually sold in Rift Valley Province. 


The shortage of these two commodities is a very considerable hardship for 
all the citizens of Kenya. It is a matter which is regretted increasingly 
especially during these times of the glorious month of Ramadhan. 


The member of the National Assembly for Central Mombasa, who also is chairman 
of KANU for Mombasa District, Sheriff Nassir, complained about the shortage of 
these commodities because, "it is a shrew trick of some of the greedy to put 
aside essential goods in the hope of obtaining more money for themselves." 


Sheriff Nassir said: "people with these practices deserve to have severe 
measures taken against them, because to distress the people is an offense 
which is undeserving of pardon." 








If it is true that the unavailability of these commodities results from the 
evil actions of distributors and storekeepers, it is the responsibility of 
our great government to take very severe measures [against them] and also 

very quickly, because the citizens are being hurt very much as a result of 
this shortage. 


Corruption-——-a matter which our great government announced a war against last 
year, still is very apparent and is hurting many citizens. For example—and 
this is a very true example-——the distribution of rice products in districts, 
which is in the hands of the district officers is not carried out as desired 
at all, because those people with large stores and money are able kuzunguka 
mbuyu to literally go around the baobab], that is their stores are usually 
registered to obtain rice week after week. Small stores of citizens are not 
given even a small quantity of this commodity. Is this just? Have we not 
returned to those conditions [presumably of corruption]? 
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NEW PARTY SECRETARY--His Excellency the Life President, Ngwazi Dr. H. 
— 4—— 


spokesman for the National Headquarters of the 
MANA [Text] [Blantyre MALAWI NEWS in English 29 Jul 7 
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FRENCH AID AGREEMENTS--Bamako, 24 Aug (AFP)--On Thursday, in Bamako, 

Mr Alioune Blondin Beye, the Malian foreign affairs and international 
cooperation minister, and Mr Robert Mazeyrac, the French ambassador, signed 
eight ACF [Aid and Cooperation Pund] financing agreements amounting to 14.2 
million French francs, that is to say, 1.42 billion Malian francs. These 
agreements on aid from France to Mali involve, in particular, the field of 
agricultural development, the carrying-out of dam projects, studies of iron 
deposits and a mining trade union. [Text] [Paris AFP in French 1221 GMT 
24 Aug 79 AB] 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


"VOFA': MACHEL LIKENED TO FORMER COLONIALIST 


Voice of Pree Africa [Clandestine] in Portuguese to Mozambique 1630 GHT 
21 Aug 79 LD/EA 


[Station Commentary] 


[Excerpt] Believing himself to be a Mozambique Kaulza [Kaulza de Arriaga, 
former commander in chief of the Portuguese colonial army in Mozambique] in 
the face of the decisive defeats inflicted on him, Samora Machel is also 
organizing his aray with the vain aim of halting and suppressing the advance 
of the people's national liberation struggle. Samora Machel, who dis- 
credited the Gordian knot operation [Kaulza de Arriaga's masterplan to 
defeat Freligo in 1973] because of ite failures, is now repeating the sis- 
take of the general whom he has insulted in his speeches on numerous occa- 
sions. Samora Machel, who has been bragging too much in decrying the 
Gordian knot operation as an operation of colonialist despair, has just 
launched the operation of his own despair and that of the communists. The 
Machelist general staff has assembled in Gorongosa about 3,000 men commanded 
by Russians and led by Cubans in an operation it has dubbed ‘he maneuvers 
operation. The Machelist maneuvers are a carbon copy of Kau'.za de Arriga's 
Gordian knot. Communism is repeating the absurdities of the colonialists. 


Both should have studied the writings of Comrade Mao Zedong. He states: 

The guerrilla war is never defeated by military spec’acles which only display 
the vanity of their generals and mislead outsiders by [weeds indistinct]. 

The guerrilla war is a people's war, and the people are not easily fooled 

by military (?displays) such as those of the puppets in power led by 
Arriagas and their armed and uniformed lackeys [passage indistinct]. 


Resistance forces (?operating in Gorongosa area) have already assaulted 

and destroyed barracks, a police station and an administrative post. In 
the course of these operations, the resistance forces captured large 
quantities of war material, walkie-talkies, radios and (word indistinct). 
While the force of Machelist oppression are gathering in Gorongosa to 
launch a communist Gordian knot operation, bombs have exploeed in Chimoio 
at the residence of the communist Germans and at the stores of the Machelist 
forces. While Samora de Arrichel [Voga's nickname for Machel] is preparing 
to demonstrate to the world thet he is in control of the situation in 
Mozambique, mines are exploding on roads, destroying trucks and killing 
oppressor soldiers. 
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Macheliem is most certainly the continustion of colonialism. Machelisn is 
colonialism with the mask of nationaliss. Moscow is the new Lisbon, from 
where orders are issued to Samora Machel, the governor general, to carry 

out in Mozambique. 


Macheliss also has a PIDE (former Portuguese security service], which is 
called SNASP. It has an OPV [former colonial vigilantes], which are the: 
vigilantes. Machelism also has militiamen who are called peopie's silicia, 
carrying out tasks like those carried out by the colonial militiamen. All 
this is in order tc exercise control over the people. Machelism also has 


Aldeamentos [fortified villages], which it calls village commmnes. [Passage 
indistinct] 
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MAMIBIA 


AGRICULTURE HEAD FOR SINGLE ALL-ENCOMPASSING COOPERATIVE 
Windhoek THE WINDHOEK ADVERTISER in English 14 Aug 79 p 1 


{Article by Paul Lange] 
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NEW POLICE CHIEF—Brigadier Dolf Gouws, the newly appointed Divisional 
Commissioner of Police, [South West Africa], whose appointment took 

effect on Wednesday of this week. Brigadier Gouws did hold office 
formerly in South West Africa as Divisional Inspector of Police. He was 
then transferred to Kimberly as Divisional Commissioner of the Northern 
Cape. [Photo Caption] [Text] [Windhoek THE WINDHOEK ADVERTISER in English 
4 Aug 79 p 17) 
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NIGER 


MINISTER DISCUSSES PROGRAM TO PREVENT DESERTIFICATION 
Niamey SAHEL HEBDO in French 3 Aug 79 pp 11-12 


{Interview with Brah Mamane, minister of rural development, by Gani Rabiou, 
date and place not given] 


[Text] The interaction of man and a delicate environment--the principal 

cause desertification--can be examined from the standpoint of man's activities 
in the arid regions and the manner in which he extracts therefrom the means 
of subsistence, no matter how difficult this may be. 


Agriculture has three principal forms in the arid regions: pastoralisna, 
nonirrigated agriculture and ftrrigated agriculture. These three activities 
have motivated traditional strategies and practices designed to deal with 
the difficulties and risks presented by the environment in which they are 
to be found. These proven practices should not be rejected a priori; in 
fact, they should be locked upon from the viewpoint of a new development. 


However, we are not inapoesition to say that those which have been employed 
were sensible and provident enough so that they did not cause any damage to 
the environment. All of these practices have resulted in a certain amount 
of desertification; however, the effects of this have perhaps been less 
destructive in the past than at present. The accelerated desertification of 
the last few years is in part attributable to certain inadequacies in tradi- 
tional practices. The old methods have been subjected to intense pressures 
which have eroded the social, economic and political constraints of the 
past. These pressures have stressed an increase in the population, integra- 
tion of the regions at a higher standard of living, introduction of technical 
innovations and incorporation of the agriculture of these regions in 
commercial systems which often are distant and marketing regimes in which 
prices are fluctuating. 


In the regions of extensive pastures which are characteristic of arid areas, 
the animals graze on a thin covering of natural vepetation. 


In the semiarid regions, livestock raising is increasingly more associated 
with the production of crops. Pastoralism is predominant in the arid regions, 
beyond control parameters [forme]; and the shepherds face very harsh 

climatic conditions, 





This brief summary of a document presented in January 1977 at the United 
States conference held in Nairobi (Kenya) in part describes man's impact 
upon his environment; for man, unfortunately, is the unhappy causal agent 
of desertification. 


In Niger, after the damage caused by the ravages of the drought, both to 

man and the environment, measures have been in effect for 4 years to combat 
desertification which continues to be a cause for concern, as the desert is 
making increasingly cruel inroads. The various Sahel Vert [Green] operations 
fall within this framework, as do the projects carried out or in the process 
of implementation by the Ministry of Rural Development, a ministry which 
annually in the month of August organizes a national arbor week. 


To this end, we met with the minister of rural development, Brah Mamane, J 
who, at the same time as he defined Niger strategy in the field of combating 


the advance of the desert, spoke of the short and midterm plans to reforest 
our regions. 


"The advance of the desert," Brah said, “is the result of man's action on 
his environment, for man unfortunately by playing the role of agent of 
desertification and also the victim of this process. Also, our strategy, to 
combat desertification, is based upon the necessary participation of the 
farmers, young people, in short all the people, in the countermeasures. This 
Strategy was redefined within the framework of the 3-year program, as we had 
observed that the action of the waters and forests was perceived by the people 
as a government matter. Consequently, we thought it worthwile to redefine a 
new strategy in which the farmers would master the processes ranging from the 
semi [small farm] to the plantation, that fs all of the processes. This is 
only possible if we have minf-nurseries. However, even the fnstallation of 
these mini-nurseries fis not enough. The water and forest agents must 
disseminate the local species of trees accepted by our peoples. 


The balance sheet of actions taken during the last 5 years which we consider 
positive may be summarized as follows: 


l. <A progressive awareness on the part of Nigerois of this problem of the 
hour, and this is the most important; 


2. The reforestation of over 11,000 hectares and at least 5,500 hectares of 
natural forests of gum trees classified as exempt from unbridled exploitation. 
In addition to the artificial regeneration of more than 10 forest areas, this 
hac permitted the planting in hundreds of marketplaces, public areas and 
st'eets of nearly 7 million trees. 


[Question] Of all the desertification factors, man has the unhappy privilege 
of occupying first place. Did you recefve the fmpression that the various 
Sahel Vert operations have contributed somewhat to the changing of this 
mentality in Niger, a country threatened by the desert? 


[Answer] Unquestionably the human factor fs the decisive element in the 
desert's inexorable advance. Fortunately, desertification is the product of 
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man's actions on his environment, for if it were the climate which caused ~ 
desertification, man would be umable to do anything. It is this human aspect 
of desertification, however, paradoxical that may seem, which gives hope of a 
possible solution. Since desertification is not an irreversible process, it 
is, therefore, possible to transform the desert into an arable region. That 
is the reason actions have been taken in Niger to combat the desert's advance. 
These actions envision the mobilization of our peoples not only to change 
their ways of thinking but also to effectively contribute to the village and 
Sahel Vert tree-planting actions. It is within this framework that we have 
placed the tree festival for 1979, under the theme of the International Year 
of the Child, for we think that the fight against the desert’s advance is the 
business of all generations. 


The Sahel Vert operations are contributing to the fight against desertification 
for Sahel Vert is first and foremost a popular awareness campaign on the 
problem of desertification. 


Without the acceptance of the masses, all our resources conservation laws 
would be inoperable and our development activities doomed to failure. 


The results, without being total, are nonetheless perceptible at all levels 
_ of the social spectrum. 


[Question] Im this regard, if there is merit in planting trees everywhere, 
it seems that their upkeep poses problems, what provisions will be made, and 
what will be your appeal to the public? 


[Answer] This year, for example, in all the Sahel Vert tree-planting 
facilities [chantiers], protective regulations were prepared before the 
planting of the seedlings. 


On the occasion of the National Tree Festival, in addition to the fencing 
which is to be erected, all of the residents on streets where trees have 
been planted will be required to participate in the upkeep of the trees 
planted there. 


[Question] It is said that anyone who plants a tree will not have lived in 
vain, for he is contributing to the fight against deforestation. In Niger, 
paradoxically, deforestation is making itself felt more cruelly every day, 
with the cutting of forests and thus the cutting of trees. What is your 
opinion on this question? 


[Answer] In Niger there is deforestation, not for pleasure but because of 
need. More than 90 percent of Niger's energy requirements are satisfied 
by wood. 


Solar energy, electricity and natural gas are beyond the reach of all of us. 
We rely on our coal to ease our wood consumption, but we still have to 
conduct another campaign, namely a campaign to change th. . ‘ng habits of 
Niger women. 
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[Question] The Niamey green belt has been the subject of discussion for a 
long time. Where are we with respect to that? What will be its objective? 
What regions will be affected, and what is their surface? What financial 
means will be required? 


[Answer] The green belt is a project that dates back to 1965. The objective 
is to build a 1,000-meter long vegetation belt around Niamey on the left bank. 
It is a belt which oricirates in the industrial quarter and is to close upon 
itself at Goudel. 


The building of the belt has been irregular because it depends upon inter- 
national aid. The last aid, that of the FAC [Aid and Cooperation Fund], 
enabled us to cover 300 hectares in 1976 and 1977. The present front is 
between the Niamey-Felingue and Niamey-Ouallam axes. 


The programming prepared to this end within the framework of the future plan 
wanted to give priority to the reforestation activities and involved national 
resources, as we had observed that the reforestation projects fn the Sahel, 
although given priority, have not hit a responsive chord among donors. That 
is why we are hoping to see the progression of the green belt around Niamey 
and also other green belts around the other big cities of Niger. 


[Question] Finally, Mr Minster, the best heritage to leave within the frame- 
work of the tree policy is a green and beautiful Niger. In this perspective, 
what are your objectives for the coming years and for the year 20007 


[Answer] The year 2000 time frame is to be regarded with reservations. The 
desire to make the Sahel green again exists among our nationals. The only 
thing lacking is the means to make this desire a reality. Of course, we must 
mobilize our peoples, train and educate our children; however, all these 
collective efforts should be supported by technical and financial resources. 
In this regard, the people of the Sahel are having difficulty financing their 
program to combat desertification. At the present stage, financed projects 
represent one-thousandth of the reforestation project of 300,000 irrigated 
hectares scheduled for the Sahel. 
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Dsvova Profiled 


Salisbury THE HERALD in English 14 Aug 79 p 7 
[Text] 
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ter of Foreign Affairs, Mr Mukome, said 
yesterday there were “definite indications” that the border between 
be reopened in the “relatively near 
future." In an interview with the ZRBC Mr Mikome said the border with 
a later date, IANA reports. He 


to take much longer for "a number of reasons, such as language and 
communications.” Zambia has already agreed to the reopening of the 
Zimbabwe Rhodesia rail link, which now supplies the country with essential 
requisites such as food. It also transported luxury goods from South 
Africa to the recent Commonwealth conference in Lusake. [Text] [Salisbury 
THE HERALD in English 14 Aug 79 p 1) 





QUEEN'S COUSIN IN BSAP--A new addition to the ranks of the BSA Police 

is 2l-year-olc Simon Rhodes, whose mother is a first cousin to the Queen. 
Both Patrol Officer Rhodes and a Police spokesman declined to comment 
yesterday. The Queen's second cousin is the son of author Denys Rhodes 
and nephew of Lord Elphinstone. His mother, Margaret, is a first cousin 
to the Queen--her mother was the Queen's Mother's sister. A former Page 
of Honour to the Queen, Patrol Officer Rhodes was educated at Harrow, 

an exclusive English public school. His parents, who live in Devon, 
were not available for comment at the weekend, our London office reports. 
[Text] [Salisbury THE HERALD in English 14 Aug 79 p 1) 
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NEW EQUATORIAL GUINEAN REGIME HAILED—-President Binaisa has hailed the 
new Equatorial Guinea leader's triumph over Masie Nguema's fascist dic- 
tatorship. He told Lt Col Teodoro Nguema in a telegram that his heroic 
struggle against the deprivation of human rights and the (?degradation) 
of human dignity was another reminder that the people of the African con- 
tinent are resolved to die on their feet fighting fascism rather than 
live on their knees (?administering) to fascists, whether white or black. 
Recalling that the Equatorial Guinea's struggle was identical to the one 
waged by the UNLF against Idi Amin's barbaric dictatorship, President 
Binaisa said: Our two peoples have now regained their freedoe. He 
expressed the UNLF determination to maintain internal vigilance in order 
to jealously guard our hard won freedom and buman dignity. [Text] 
{Kampala Domestic Service in English 1900 GMT 12 Aug 79 LD/EA} 
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Ouagadougou L'OBSERVATEUR in French 25, 26 Jul 79 
[25 Jul 79, pp 1, b, 5S, 7] 


[Serialized article by Professor Yarga Larbea: “The Organic Law on Political 
Parties: Tending Toward Unconstitutionality?"; printed passages underlined 
for emphasis are enclosed in slantlines) 


[Text] We begin publication today of a series of articles 
by Mr Yarge Larba, professor at the Ouagadougou University 
School of Law, on certain aspects of our country's institu- 
tional and political situation aj the outlook for their 
evolution. 


Since the liberalization of political activities between the end of 
October 1977 and 30 April 1978, Upper Volta has known an intense political 
life, particularily with the legislative elections. 


Needless to point out, some political parties have officially, /or rather, 
legally/ resurfaced, others have been formed by splits, and still others 
have “purely and simply” been born. 


The conclusions to be drawn from all of this are many, and the analysts can 
have no problem beyond that of choosing from the available topics. 


The critiques voiced during the election campaign regarding the inade- 
quacies and merits of the present constitution led me to think that special 
attention should have been directed to Article 30 which, like Article 35 
of the Upper Voltan Constitution of 29 June 1970 and Article 19 of the 
November 1960 one, is almost an identical copy of Article 16 of the French 
Constitution of October 1958. What must be noted is that Article 30 of 
the Upper Voltan Constitution, out of conformiem though not pragmatisn, 
confers “exceptional powers” on the president of the republic. Wo one, 
however, is unaware of the uses to which the “exceptional powers” granted 
to the president of the first republic by the Legislative Assembly on 

29 January 1959 were put. Some saw therein, rightly and wrongly, the 
institut ionalization of a “constitutional dictatorship," despite the 
revisions sade from one constitution to the next to better define the uses 
to which these powers could be put. 
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Be that as it may, it is not the object of sy comments today, which shall 
be limited to offering my views on the significance of Articles 7 and 112 
of the 1977 comstitution after ad-ption of the proportional representation 
system for legislative elections (Ordinance 78-006/PRES/IS/DI of 

24 January 1978) and promulgation of Organic Law )--79/AN of 25 May 1979 
(Decree of 4 July). 


Article 7 of the constitution of 13 December 1977 says: 


“The reocblic recognizes the existence of three political parties at most. 
“These rarties provide expression to suffrage. 


“They freely exercise their activities on condition they respect public 
order, the principles of sovereignty and democracy, and the laws of the 
republic. 


“An organic law stipulates the manner of application of this article.” 


This organic law, voted by the National Assembly on 25 May, was promulgated 
on 4 July 1979. 


My comments will deal with: 
~-limitations on the power of suffrage; 
--voting systems; 


--the sisnificance of the constitutional provisions and of the organic law 
recently promulgated by the chief executive; 


~-the future of the Voltaic three-party systen. 
“. Limitations on the Power of Suffrage 


Some conceive the power of suffrage as an “act of will called assent,” that 
is, which “consists of accepting or not accepting a proposal made or a 


decision taken by another power." It is, in short, an /assent/ based on 
/confidence/. 


This power of suffrage is not always freely exercisable. It varies accord- 
ing to countries and according to systems. Many come to terms with the 
conclusion that true democracy is nonexistent. Depending, however, on 
whether the system in question is a direct democracy, a semi-direct 
democracy, or simply a representative form of democracy, it follows that 
the power of suffrage may be absolute, relatively absolute or simply 
limited to the functions of choosing representatives and approving or 
rejecting through referendum a text proposed by those representatives. 

The type of democracy is in turn a function of two types of limitation: 
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1. Extra-legal Limitations 


Direct democracy is dependent upon idealism in that the trustee of the power 
is also the one who must normally exercise it. The trustee being the 
citizen, a loss of leverage results in inaction. 


If because of this fact direct democracy remains in the realm of abstract 
theory, can it be said that semi-direct democracy is the ideal answer? 


The latter tries to combine some aspects of direct democracy with those of 
representative democracy. Should one's power of decision be left entirely 
to a so-called elite, or should none of it be relinquished whatever? 


The fact that neither of these alternatives fully satisfies any human need 
has made it necessary to devise a concept whereby each human being can give 
up a “parcel of his power" to be exercised by representatives of the 
commonality. This is the essence of Jean Jacques Rousseau's “social 
contract.” The other "parcel of power” gives the human being the right 

to resist an illegal act, be it by the sovereign himself. St Thomas said 
that “When a lawfully constituted ruler orders his subjects to commit an 
act contrary to virtue or to conscience, disobedience is not only a right 
but also an obligation..." 


Representative democracy, as its name implies, consists of being represented, 
and requires that the citizens choose their representatives, those who will 
act in their stead and behalf. 


Strictly speaking, representative democracy leaves to the citizens only the 
power to choose or not choose this or that candidate, and to approve or 

not approve this or that text on which such representative /wishes to 
consult them/. 


Through this means, the original holders of the power are totally (or 
almost totally) stripped of it. 


Semi-direct democracy operates to remedy this total stripping effect. It 
safeguards the above rights of the citizen (to vote on a candidate or a 
law) but it also gives the citizen the right to peacefully force the hand 
of his representatives, compelling them to examine any issue that is likely 
to attract substantial support (an example is found in certain Swiss 
cantons) or compelling them to reach a decision on a law only after it has 
been debated (and amended if need be) at the different social levels (an 
example is the USSR). 


Here again we find it necessary that the citizens retain a certain dis- 
cretionary sense, an attitude of challenge that permits them to weigh 

the pros and cons of silence on the part of their representatives and 

to take back again the initiative, not to say the right to decide. This, 
in short, necessitates a minimum of education among the entire citizenry. 
If, however, illiteracy is present as a fundamental limitation on the 
exercise of the power of suffrage, then the provisions of the constitution 
must be adequately thought out. 
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2. Limitations on Suffrage Through Constitutional Provisions 


Article 7 of the 1977 Upper Voltan Constitution, in stipulating that the 
political parties “provide expression to suffrage," entrusts to them a 

very important mission. This mission has never been /correctly/ fulfilled-- 
and this, for many reasons. 


One of these reasons, perhaps the least apparent one, derives from Article 43 
according to which "Each deputy is a representative of the entire nation" 
and "The ‘\iwandat imperatif’ [a system of political representation in which 
the elected representative is held to be obligated to the platform promises 
under which he was elected, as differentiated from the system termed 
‘mandat representatif' in which the elected representative is held to be 
the representative of his constituency, is expected to act in strict 


accordance with their wishes, and is not bound by his election platform] 
is null.” 


In making of each deputy a representative of the nation, the Upper Voltan 
constitutent power undoubtedly wanted to avoid regionalism. While lauding 
this noble concept, we can nevertheless say without risk of overstatement 
that from the moment one votes for the individual and not on the basis of 
profound political convictions nor for the political party's platforn, 
this provision of Article 43 is voided of all substance. What is more, a 
citizen not guided by these considerations can be "copled down” by the 
second provision which renders all obligation to election platform null 
and void. 


The power of the electorate would certainly have been enhanced if the voters 
had been given the right to recall to their elected representatives the 
promises made during the preelection campaigns. In the final analysis, 

the knowledge that one cannot divest his representative of the mandate 
which he has vested in him provides a substantive reason for abstaining 

from voting. Would this not explain, among other things, the substantial 
abstention (more than 50 percent) from the 1978 Upper Voltan legislative 
elections? 


Ia view of these observations, should political parties be accepted as the 
means through which expression of suffrage is to be exercised? 


One of tleir reasons for being is to ase‘sat the electorate in the under- 
standing needed for a determination. Theoretically speaking, they should 
be well «ble to fulfill this role. However, since the politicians--the 
political barons--have always associated the defeat of the party with 
their personal defeat and since the objective of all political parties is 
the conquest of ruling power or participation in its exercise, it goes 
without saying that the issues they must press can only be too partisan 
(there is besides never any truth in politics). 


To these considerations must be added the fact that the constitution of 
27 November (promulgated on 13 December) instituted, in its Articles 7 
and 112, combined elections-and-qualifying-contests, as a consequence of 
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which it was to be expected that any and all means, no matter how con- 
tradictory or fantastic they may be, would be used. Thus it is, for 
example, that those who found all good candidate qualities (purity, honesty, 
sincerity, etc...) reflected in white ballot-paper and none in the blue, 
red, yellow or green, humped themselves some weeks after later to reverse 
their finding in favor of one of the colors. Wo one is ignorant of the fact 
that a paper's color can evoke different meanings according to regional 
enviroment and in normal times. Where then lies truth? 


As to truth, it exists nowhere, above all in politics, either in the develop- 
ing countries or the developed ones. 


The expression of suffrage must therefore be based on what the voters have 
been able to glean from a transitory civic education imparted in haste and 
with many contradictions by men sadly lacking in honor and a seat. This 
civic education, however, could have been provided by the state in normal 
times in the national and official languages, after taking the necessary 
precautions to guarantee at least a minimum of objectivity. It could 
consist, for example, of explaining certain elementary concepts so that at 
the approach of an election campaign the citizens would be better prepared 
to cope with the violations of conscience and confidence resorted to by 
the political parties. 


The expression of suffrage, as well as the special copy-editing by the 
politicians, could be improved in this manner and would enable the voters 
to separate the possible from the impossible. 


The major drawback to this, it will be objected, would be the constant 
politicizing of national life. This, however, would not be a great danger-- 
certainly not to the same extent as the occasional politicizing which 
unleashes passions and uncontrolled outbursts. 


The expression of euffrage is also a function of the electoral system used. 
For the Upper Voltan legislative elections of 1978, Ordinance 78-006/PRES/ 
IS/DI of 24 January instituted proportional representation "a la plus forte 
moyenne” [list system of proportional representation in which one seat is 
allocated for each complete quotient of votes received, the quotient being 
the result of dividing the total number of votes cast by the total number 
of seats available, and all fractions of seats resulting from incomplete 
quotients accrue to the party having received the largest number of full 
quotients). That ordinance at the same time established the department 

as the electoral circumscription. 


Il. Electoral Systems 


The list system adopted for the Upper Voltan legislative elections of 
30 April 1978 could have been based on majoriterian or proportional 
representation. 





Each of these electoral methods has a specific function. The majoritarian 
system thumbs its nose at differences of opinion while the proportional 
one respects then. 


1. The Majoritarian System 


The mechanics of vhe majoritarian system boil down purely and simply to the 
assignment of the total number of available seats to the party having 
received the greatest number of votes. 


In the case of the 1978 Upper Voltan legislative elections, the voting 
could have been departmental or national. 


a) Had majoritarian voting been applied on a departmental basis, the RDA 
{expansion unknown] would have won all 10 seats of the Central Department, 
all 5 of the Northern and all 4 of the Eastern Departments; the UNDD 
{expansion unknown] would have taken the 8 West Central seats; the 

PRA [African Regroupment Party] the 4 Western Department seats; the 

UPV [expansion unknown] the 6 Volta Noire seats; etc.... 


As can be seen, this electoral mode applied on a departmental basis carries 
an inherent danger; that of contributing to the consolidation of regionalien, 
since parties without a national following would have the right to seats 

in certain localities of the country. 


They would only need to develop issues of interest to the populations of 
those localities, hence specific to those localities, or in other words, 
with a regionalist connotation. 


It is always easier to marshal local sentiments. Knowing that these senti- 
ments sometimes attain the proportions of xenophobia, and that the need 

to feel backed by one of their own often leads voters to vote for a "son 

of the region” without any regard for his political platform, it is super- 
fiuous to point out in this context that application of majoritarian voting 
on a departmental basis cannot lead to the national unity that is so talked 
ahout. 


Some will find it has merit when applied on a national level, but there 
again the experience of past years shows it presently has many limitations 
in our country. 


b) Majoritarian Voting on a National Basis 


ihis can give the illusion of strengthening national unity; and it was 
indeed a fact when it was necessary to fight for independence. It has 
been said in this regard by one author that “hostility to the colonial 
power was universal and the enthusiasm for self-rule ready to burst into 
flames." This also explains why "Nowhere in the world (but in Africa) 
has such a massive political following ever been recruited in so short 

a time." 
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It was in fact necessary at the time to present a united front and the ideal 
structure for doing it was the sole party. A multitude of parties would 
only have meant rivalries benefiting the foreign occupier. 


One of the structure's limitations, however, was the fact that the people 
received information that was mainly, if not entirely, centered on the 
state of the occupation. It does not necessarily follow from this fact 
that the sole party is a generator of political development (a difficult 
concept to evaluate). 


Besides, should it not also be envisioned that politics, which is considered 
a form of struggle, a “play of competing and often opposing forces,” must 
/of necessity/ be vitalized by organized political forces, in limited or 
unlimited number, in accordance with the country's capabilities? 


But whatever the system, multiple-party or not, majoritarian voting has 
nothing to recommend it except to fill a lone position--that of president 
of the republic, for example--and in this case it becomes preferential 
voting, in which each candidate on the ballot receives votes /individually/. 


When votes are cast for a group of candidates, we speak of list voting. It 
was majoritarian voting (preferential or list) that was adopted throughout 
almost all the French-speaking black African states in the first stages of 
their independence. 


The drawbacks very rapidly became evident as we witnessed soon thereafter 
the legal or de facto disappearance of competing political parties, a pro- 
cess ending in the consecration of a sole party or the government ruling 
party. 


To remedy this crushing of minorities through the application of majority 
laws, the proportional representation system, which appeared in Europe 
during the second half of the 19th century, was adopted, in accordance 
with Ordinance 78-006/PRES/IS/DI of 24 January 1978 which instituted it 
for Upper Voltan legislative elections. 


2. Proportional Representation 


This electoral system, the aim of which is to respond equitably to the 
diversity of political persuasions among the electorate, consists of 
allocating to each political formation a number of seats proportional 
to its numerical weight on the one hand and to the total number of 
available seats on the other. 


Any list of candidates that obtains a number of votes equal to the 
electoral quotient--which is the result of dividing the total number of 
votes cast by the number of available seats--has a right to sit on the 
assembly. 





The drawback of the proportional representation system is of a technical 
nature, in that, in a country where the majority of the electorate is 
illiterate, in the absence of adequate, nay of any civic education, it 
cannot be combined with preferential voting--permitting the voter to 
change at will the order of eventual selection of the candidates on the 
list he is voting--nor with split voting--permitting the voter to strike 
candidates’ names from the list he is voting or insert in it the names of 
candidates from other lists. In this circumstance, even under proportional 
representation, votes must be cast for a fixed block of candidates. 


The fixed block system gives the voter the illusion of having cast a useful 
vote. In his view the vote he casts for a list has just one justification: 
the fact that his preferred candidate is on that list, regardless of the 
latter's numerical position on the list. If his preferred candidate 

appears third, fourth or tenth down the list, he cannot become elected 

until those ahead of him, that is, the second or third or ninth respectively, 
have become elected. As a result, voters aware of this obstacle in the 

path of their preferred candidate (assuming he is not at the head of the 
list) may be led to vote massively, or to abstain in the certainty that 

their candidate does not stand a chance of being elected. 


When the electoral system is by proportional representation, some political 
parties take the risk of placing at the head of their list (in the case of 
fixed list voting) candidates who certainly hold voice within the party but 
whose following among the voters is small. This is just /one/ of the 

many abuses practiced on the voters! 


Thus, while adoption of /proportional representation/ made possible a /broad 
representation/ of various currents of opinion (as pointed out above), 
should it not be objectively recognized that a major contradiction exists 
between, on the one hand, the intent of the Upper Voltan legislator 
(Ordinance 78-006/PRES/IS/DI of 24 January 1978) to accept the parliamentary 
representation of all political formations, be they ever so small, and, on 
the other hand, the constitutional concept of limiting the number of 
political parties to three /after the elections/? 


That is indeed a truism! 


Organic Law 1-79/AN of 24 May, promulated by Decree of 4 July 1979, cer- 
tainly stipulates the manner of application of the 13 December 1977 consti- 
tution, but it also seems to want to go beyond the constitution. 


(26 Jul 79, pp h-6] 
III. On the Substance of the Organic Law 
This text comprising nine articles can be analyzed under two main headings. 


On the one hand, we have the provisions relative to political parties, and 
on the other, those relative to public freedoms and their exercise. 
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1. Provisions Relative to Political Parties (Articles 1 through 7) 


Article 7, paragraph 1 of the Upper Voltan Constitution adopted by 
referendum on 27 November and promulgated on 13 December 1977 sets forth 
the principle that “the republic recognizes the existence of three parties 
at maximum," and Article 112, paragraph 2 says: “These three parties shall 
be those which have individually obtained the largest number of votes cast." 


The prior condition for recognition is therefore /to obtain “the largest 
number of votes” and to have been among the first three to have been 
recognized/. 


It goes without saying that in the Organic Law we will find specific pro- 
visions relating at times to the /parties that have been automatically 
dissolved/ and at times to the /parties that have been automatically 
recognized/. 


The dissolved political parties are addressed in Articles 2 and 3 of the 
Organic Law. 


In Article 2, paragraph 1, the legislator ordains the dissolution of all 
parties except those qualifying as one of the first three, and, as if to 
administer to them the coup de grace, he adds in paragraph 2: “They can 
neither be reconstituted under any form whatever nor exercise the 
activities of a political party having legal existence," under penalty 
of punishment. 


These provisions are applicable to all parties recognized at the end of 
1977, whether or not they presented candidates in the 1978 legislative 
elections. Some had existence only in the form of a headquarters, but 
others had a national or partly national following. 


Alas! The law being, on principle, blind, it has no scruples about 
according equal status to all these formations. With the same pen-stroke 
it allows them all, in Article 3, "a time-limit in which to regularize 
their charters," which starts on 4 July, the date of promulgation of the 
organic law. 


If the Upper Voltan legislator is to be believed, that time limit expires 
on exactly the same date 3 months following the law's /promulgation/, 

that is, on Thursday, 4 October 1979. This is illegal inasmuch as, 
juridically speaking, laws are not binding upon citizens (in this case 
upon the citizens regrouped in these formations) until "8 days following 
their publication in the Official Journal. The time-limit...runs from the 
day on which the issue of the Official Journal is placed in circulation." 
(Ordinance 75-23/PRES of 6 May 1975, Article 2), unless it was published 
in accordance with emergency procedures. 


To avoid juridical anarchy, it would be well for the legislator to avoid 
formulating his laws without knowledge of those already in existence. 
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How is the existence of the elected parties dealt with? 


The three recognized parties are stipulated in Article 1 of the Organic Law 
according to the score obtained by each in the legislative elections. 


These legally existent parties “may regroup through merger or through 
absorption within a “new political formation,” or they “can freely change 
name in accordance with their charters," provided the same sigla is not 
used for more than one party at a time. 


Regroupment through merger entails the automatic disappearance of /al1/ 
the parties to the merger, without any possibility of resurgence in any 
of their previous forms. In the case of regroupment through absorption 
of one party by another, on the other hand, it is the absorbed party which 
disappears without any thought of eventual resurgence. 


Article 4 which addresses the possibilities of regroupment speaks of 
“absorption within a /new political formation/." If one may ask who will 
absorb whom, he must also ask, in this case, which of the formations 
involved is /new/. One can properly speak of a “new political formation" 
in the case of a merger but not in the case of absorption, wherein the 
absorbed party must disappear and the absorbing party can remain as is. 

If the name is to be changed, are we not really talking of a merger rather 
than absorption? Only the basic law enabling the operation can provide 
the answers. 


In any case, however, absorption does not entail the emerge.ce of a “new 
political formation." 


A reading of Article 6 also raises questions. Specifically, it says: 
“Regroupment of two or three legally existent parties, whatever their 
form, cannot give rise to the reemergence of parties dissolved by the 
present law." 


A regroupment by merger or by absorption leaves a vacancy for one or two 
more parties, depending on whether this regroupment involves two or all 
three of the legally recognized parties. Clearly, none of the parties 
dissolved by this law can seek to reemerge. 


Logically speaking, however, and respecting the spirit of our constitution, 
other formations /would have to/ occupy the vacancies, up to the maximum 
number allowed by the constitution. The expression “at maximum" employed 
in Article 7 of the constitution allows the possibility--a remote one--of 
a reduced number, but as long as there are /new formations/ wanting to 
occupy the vacancy or vacancies, /they must be accepted in deference 

to the tripartite spirit/ of our constitution. If this is to be the actual 
process, then the Upper Voltan legislator's imagination should be lauded 
despite the inherent difficulties. These difficulties are such as to 

cause concern that the constitution and the organic law may be being 
circumvented by the pillars of the dissolved parties. It is not specified 
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that the dissolution of a party prevents its leaders from taking part in 
another formation. This would be contrary to Law 18/AL of 31 August 1959 
on the freedom of association. It appears that under the shadow of 
Organic Law 1-79/AN, the aim of "National Unity” could be to channel the 
citizens toward an only movement. Could that be one of the roots of the 
RDD [Democratic Rally for Development] as some politicans seem to think? 
It is not impossible, but it would be an unconstitutional act to refuse 
to accept other formations in cases of absorption or merger, up to a 
maximum of three. 


Moreover, did not the chief magistrate of the state in fact consecrate the 
perpetuat ic f all the formations, including the dissolved, by receiving 
the differ: political leaders only a few days after promulgation of the 
Organic Law That is as unconstitutional as the “partiocracy” [see 
author's definition later] that determined the distribution of ministerial 
portfolios on 13 January 1977 was illegal. 


Such practice does not speak well for the application of the sanctions 
which the Organic Law provides. 


2. Provisions Relative to Public Freedoms and Their Exercise 


These reaffirm the constitutional guarantees of freedom of thought, of 
expression and of association (Article 8), and enact the applicability of 
sanctions against violators, be they formations or individuals (Article 9 
of the Organic Law). 


All these freedoms are reaffirmed albeit subject to respecting the pro- 
visions applicable to dissolved parties, which cannot be reconstituted. 
Since these freedoms are indeed basic, guaranteed by the constitution 
and formulated by the laws of 31 August 1959, there was no need to 
reaffirm them at the risk of reducing them to no more than proforma 
freedoms. Perhaps it was the legislator's concern over this problem 
that made him think it wise to recall that he had already guaranteed 
and formulated freedoms, even though some 20 years ago. 


In itself, it would not be a bad thing to let him know that certain of his 
1959 laws, particularly that on freedom of association, have been trans- 
gressed. Evidence could be cited in the creation of associations in 
pursuit of aims with regional connotations although others which had been 
created with the same aims were dissolved by Decree 113/IS/DI/PRES on 

21 March 1961. Penalties were provided in each of these laws (see for 
example Paragraph 4, Article 11 of Law 18/AL on associations), but it 
seems that the legislator intended them to be simply dissuasive. Will 

it be the same in regard to the organic law passed on 25 May 19797 


The organic law of 25 May 1979 provides two categories of penalties. First, 
there are those which apply only to political formations as juristic 
persons. The latter are punishable by fines from 5,000 to 60,000 CFA francs, 
which can be doubled in case of recidivity. 
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That law then provides, for physical persons, namely the founders, leaders, 
and even ordinary members, fines from 5,000 to 150,000 CFA francs /and/ 
imprisonment which can range between 3 months and 3 years. [It is important 
to note that in this second case the prison term, suspended or not, is 
added to the pecuniary penalty. 


Is the difference in penalties intended to signify that the pi.ysical person 
who, unlike the juristic person, can be sentenced to a prison term also 
disposes of greater financial means than the political formation which is 
only starting up? One might think so, but actually the intent is to 
dissuade individuals from embarking on such an enterprise. It is one thing 
to formulate laws, and yet another to enforce them. The proof of this is 
that the head of state who dissolved the parties by Ordinance [number 
illegible]-74-035/PRES of 30 May 1974 consulted them officially in 

January 1977 to constitute the “National Unity Government." This is 
c*lled “partiocracy,” that is, a political system in which the real 
distribution of powers is a function of combinations of parties rather 


than of legal provisions. In January 1977, however, the country was without 
a constitution! 


In 1979 Upper Volta has a constitution, and to be sure that its provisions 
would be respected the constituent body made it incumbent on the president 
of the republic that he be sworn in before the National Assembly before 
taking office (Article 16 of the 1977 constitution). Any infringement of 


the constitution by him must be taken before the Supreme Court of Justice 
(Article 101). 


Iv. Future of the Upper Voltan Three-Party System 


Although the Senegalese Constitution which provided in principle for an 
/unlimited multiple-party system/ was revised, the intent was to take into 
account the fact that “the political multiple-party system guarantees the 
exercise of democracy by the citizens from a diversity of opinions among 
them." The constitutional law of 19 March 1976 which revised that pro- 
vision was based on the concept that “a proliferation of political parties 
can also constitute a mortal danger to the proper functioning of democracy." 


Unlike the Upper Voltan Constitution and the Organic Law of 25 May 1979, 
the Senegalese Constitutional Law required the parties to “represent 
diverse currents of thought." 


Does this provision warrant emulation? 


Not necessarily in itself. it is by their actions that the Senegalese 
parties must be judged. 


It was not necessary that Upper Volta exactly follow suit. Its method of 
limitation, although criticizable from the viewpoint of the voting system 
adopted, is nevertheless acceptable from the viewpoint that it has enabled 
all the formations to know their standing among the electorate. It must 
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be emphasized, however, that the Upper Voltan three-party system is viable 
only over the near term, since a crystallization of ideas is not impossible. 
It is not certain that today’s i~novative ideas will be current and suitable 
10 years from now. The voter may well become dissatisfied with the monotony 
that little by little will set in. 


Hardening our political life within a mold, therefore, when it should be 
evolving, is mot conducive to a development and stimulation of ideas. 


Are there then advantages to te gained from confining limitations to a 
single legislative election? 


This concept certainly provides for open competition through the possibility 
of “injecting” new ideas in the course of future election campaigns, but 

the fact that it whets appetites can generate a fear of its dangers. There 
would be, for example, selfish motives on the part of those who seek to 
break in as well as those who seek to stay in. 


A conscientious effort in the interest of all would be impossible, since it 
would be confronted by an “undermining effort" in which the stakes would be 
the immediate conquest of governmental power. 


One is therefore compelled to conclude that such a system of temporary 
limitations could only give rise to the development of electoral party 
machines. 


The Organic Law, on the other hand, by providing for regroupments, /normally 
speaking/, enables new political formations to occupy the vacant place or 
places, up to a maximum of three. 


However, this concept is no more sound than the previcus one, particularly 
when it comes to filling a vacant place with one formation among the many 
others that may have been constituted. One possible solution might be to 
base the selection on a new competition among these parties alone, in which 
the majority vote would prevail if it is a matter of filling /one/ vacancy, 
or the two highest totals would prevail, as is done in twofold balloting, 
if there are two vacancies to be filled. 


Such a system would obviously require a separate election in which only new 
parties would take part. 


But to avoid seeing their party fall before the assault of the new forma- 
tions, the party members would close ranks even tighter, and in the case 
of legislative elections pitting all formations (old as well as new) 
against each other) the “rule of three” would remain in effect until there 
are further regroupments. 


Another alternative would be, in case of regroupment, to authorize the 
constitution of new parties and, as the next legislative elections, to 
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legalize only “those which, individually, have obtained the largest numbers 
of votes,” in accordance with Article 112 of the 1977 constitution. In this 
case, new political formations could emerge, just as those that issued from 
prior regroupments could disappear as « result of having been outmoded. 


This solution, which could enable the renovation of ideas through the 
renovation of formations, nevertheless entails the risk of leading existing 


political parties to avoid regroupment. 
At the conclusion of this /analytical essay/, the question still remains 


as to whether the Upper Voltan three-party system can perpetuate itself 
in lew as well as in fact. 
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U.S. ATTITUDE TOWARD ZAIRE SAID TO BS ‘FOSITIVE' 


Liltweville L'WION in French 19-20 May 79 pp i, 7 


[iss | crac are I 
?% Be-Bekale, in Librevill« date nc. given 





it 











i 
i 


He 


Uk 





4 
J 





4 sy 


Hae 
‘i Hai 


i fi 


















i 


235 


iu i 
HE all 

































iit 
iif il 


—1 











sali 
if 





: 


He 


rH 
mni 





Milt 








[Question] There have been reports recently of shortages of fuel and food 
Kinshasa. What is the situation today in that respect? 


events in Iran and by certain difficulties with respect to supply. in 
Zaire the problem does not exist on the western coast of the country, where 
we have the port of Matadi; the difficulties to which you allude have 
arisen in the eastern part of Zaire. In view of the country’s sise, the 
south and the east--wthich have 2 oullet--can be regarded as landlocked. 
They must consequently use the port of licv>.sa in Kenya, passing through 
Uganda. Because of the situation that has obtained in Uganda recently, 
however, the supply situation has become even more difficult, and the 
aforementioned regions have experienced genuine shortages not only of 


Question] Then how is your foreign trade being carried out at the present 
? 


[Anewer] In the case of the Shaba region, as you know, imports and exports 
were formerly made vis the Angolan port of lobito, which as we have just 
noted is not possible at the present time. We are therefore compelled to 
use the 2,000-kilometer “national route,” which requires a total of 45 days 
on a complicated course starting with the railroad and then transferring to 
the river, then back once again to the railroad and on to the port of 
Matadi. We are supplying ourselves as best we can. 


Question] How is the construction of the Inga-Shaba power transmission 
coming? 


[Answer] Work on the 2,000-kilometer high-tension line is going forward 
very well. More than $100 million (25 billion CPA francs) was needed to 
complete the project; it was to be obtained from the U.S. Import-Export 
Bank. This loan has just been confirmed and granted by the bank, and the 
corresponding agreement is now before the Senate, whose leaders have 








The construction work, which had been 
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promised me they will approve it. 
halted, can be resumed shortly and completed. 
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ZAMBIA 


POLICE ASSOCIATION--More than 300 retired police officers have so far 
joined the newly formed Zambia National Ex-Police Officers Association 
(ZANEPA), the association's executive secretary, Mr David Lilungwe, said 
in Kitwe yesterday. Mr Lilungwe said the response from retired police 
officers had been so overwhelming that the association had now established 
district committees in Mumbwa, Kabwe, Ndola, Luanshya, Kitwe, Chingola 
and Chililabombwe. More committees were to be formed in as many districts 
as possible if the present enthusiasm show by ex-police officers continued, 
Mr Lilungwe said. "At the moment, we are processing applications from 
retired officers in Mansa, Samfya and Kalomo," he said. ZANEPA was 

formed in Kitwe last month. The association received the blessings of the 
Ministry of Home Affairs which hoped that it would help in enhancing 

the image of the police force in the country.--ZANA. [Text] [Lusaka 
TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 4 Aug 79 p 2] 


BUS HITS LANDMINE--A government spokesman announced yesterday that 17 people 
were injured, nine of them seriously, when a UBZ bus hit a landmine believed 
to have been planted by Rhodesian Selous Scouts between Luangwa bridge 

and the bomba in Lusaka Province. The spokesman disclosed further that 
South African soldiers crossed into Zambia at Katima Mulilo in Sesheke, 
broke into a police station and took away two police rifles and other 
property. He said both indicents were a provocation against Zambia and 
were calculated to divert world attention from the current Commonwealth 


meeting in Lusaka. ~-ZANA [Text] [Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
7 Aug 79 p 1) 
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